
   

   
   

 

 

 

  

  

  

   
     

    
     

  

STATUE OF LIBERTY 
TEACHER'S GUIDE TO 
EDUCATION 
PROGRAMS 
Grad s 3 and 4 

C o n t e n t s : 
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P o s t - V i s i t A c t i v i t y Ellis Island Immigration Museum 
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Dear Teacher, 
Congratulations and thank you for booking an 

 ducation program with th National Park S rvic  at 

th Statu  of Lib rty! This T ach r’s Guid is 

d sign d to h lp you pr par for your class visit. 

B sid s th logistical information found b low, th  

following pag s f atur pr -visit and post-visit 

activiti s that can b  us d as part of your l sson(s) 

about th Statu  of Lib rty and immigration. 

Additional r sourc s can also b found on our 

w bsit : https://nps.gov/stli/fort ach rs. 

W hop your visit surpass s your  xp ctations! 

Statu  of Lib rty National Monum nt 

Key Vocabulary for Students 
Immigrant Y arn Wr tch d Huddl  Pomp R fus  Stori d T mp st T  ming 

Day of the Trip 
• Onc you arriv at th f rry t rminal and pick up your tick ts from Statu Cruis s, proc  d to th  

s curity scr  ning facility. 

• Show th National Park S rvic Rang r your program confirmation l tt r. 

• Sit, r lax, and  njoy th f rry rid to Lib rty Island. 

Not : B sur to ch ck what your tick t says b for coming to Lib rty Island! Th r ar two sp cific 

tick ts. On tick t says “NOMONUMENT ACCESS” whichm ans your group will only b abl to visit th  

grounds of Lib rty Island. Th tick ts that r ad “PEDESTAL /MUSEUM ” grant you acc ss to th insid of 

th monum nt. 

Other Hints and Tips 
• Pl as mak sur all stud nts and chap ron s und rstand that th y n  d to stay tog th r (On  

chap ron with  v ry  0 stud nts) whil at th sit and on th f rri s. 
• R mind stud nts that if th y g t s parat d from th group th y should proc  d to th Information 

D sk and sp ak with a National Park S rvic Rang r to assist in locating your group. 

• Stud nts hav th option to bring th ir own lunch, or purchas food from th on-sit provid r. Indoor 

 ating spac on Lib rty Island is limit d. A larg uncov r d outdoor patio is availabl all y ar. 

• R strooms ar locat d in th gift pavillion to th right as you dis mbark th f rry. Th r ar also 

r strooms locat d on th m zzanin insid FortWood. 

• For First Aid, pl as visit th information c nt r or al rt a National Park S rvic Rang r. EMTs ar  

station d on Lib rty Island and can assist your group if n  d d. 

• B sur to ch ck th f rry sch dul b for you d part and onc you arriv to b sur you can tim your 

trip accordingly. 



   

   

               

  

                  

                   

    

              

   

      

                

          

 

  

                    

                

  

  

                 

        

                    

            

                  

                        

                   

   

                    

       

                    

                 

    

                  

                  

            

                   

              

                   

       

PRE-VISIT EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITY: 
Und rstanding th N w Colossus 

Ov rvi w: Th activiti s list d b lowwill  nhanc and compl m nt th stud nt  xp ri nc at th Statu  

of Lib rty. 

N wYork Stat L arning Standards: 4.7a Immigrants cam to N w York Stat for a vari ty of r asons. 

Many immigrants arriving in N w York City w r gr  t d by th sight of th Statu of Lib rty and w r  

proc ss d through Ellis Island. 

Mat rials: Vocabulary sh  ts, s nt nc strips with N w Colossus t xt writt n on th m, blank s nt nc  

strips, pap r, p ncils 

Tim Fram : Two 30 minut s ssions 
Obj ctiv s: Stud nts will l arn th m aning b hind Emma Lazarus’s po m th N w Colossus and how it 

add d a n w dim nsion to th Statu of Lib rty’s symbolism. 

Proc dur : 

Part On : 

 . As a class, r ad through th vocabulary sh  t. Ask stud nts to try and us th words in an original 

s nt nc or pi c of writing. Cr at amix andmatch vocabulary gam wh r stud nts match d finitions 

to words. 

Part Two: 

2. Bri fly introduc Emma Lazarus and  xplain that sh wrot th po m, Th N w Colossus. R ad th  

po m aloud and invit stud nts to list n clos ly. 

3. Discuss th first half of th po m and look for clu s about its subj ct. Invit stud nts to shar any 

prior knowl dg th ymight hav about th po m.Who is th subj ct? 

4. Aft r stud nts hav finish d th ir discussion, ask th m do a dramatic r ading of th t xt. Youmight 

hav th m r ad it on stud nt at a tim , or ask th m to stand aft r th y hav r ad a lin , or r ad it in 

small groups wh r th y can act out th t xt. Invit stud nts to shar any r spons s th ymight hav to 

th dramatic r ading. 

5. Divid stud nts into small groups. Explain that th y will b working as a group to translat a lin from 

th last six lin s of th po m. 

6. Hand a pr -mad s nt nc strip with t xt from th last six lin s of th N w Colossus to  ach group. 

Each group should r c iv a diff r nt on . R m mb r to hand stud nts a n w blank s nt nc strip for 

th ir translation as w ll. 

7. Stud nts work in groups to translat th po m into th ir own words. Th y can us th ir vocabulary 

sh  ts from part on to h lp th m translat . Onc th y hav agr  d upon th m aning of a s nt nc , 

th y should transcrib th ir translation on to th n w blank s nt nc strip. 

8. Stud nts bring th n w s nt nc strips to th front of th classroom. R ad th r sults aloud as a 

class. Ask groups if th y would lik tomak any chang s to th ir translations. 

9. Ask stud nts to writ a r spons to th po m.What do s th po m t ll you about how immigrants 

might hav vi w d th Statu of Lib rty? 

https://www.nps.gov/stli/learn/historyculture/emma-lazarus.htm


 

     

        

        

        

        

       

      

       

       

        

         

       

       

       

          

  The New Colossus 

Not l ike the brazen giant o Greek  ame, 

With conquering l imbs astr ide  rom land to land; 

Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shal l stand 

A mighty woman with a torch, whose  lame 

Is the imprisoned l ightning, and her name 

Mother o Exi les. From her beacon-hand 

Glows world-wide welcome; her mi ld eyes command 

The air-br idged harbor that twin cit ies  rame. 

“Keep, ancient lands, your stor ied pomp!” cr ies she 

With si lent l ips. “Give me your t ired, your poor, 

Your huddled masses yearning to breathe  ree, 

The wretched re use o your teeming shore. 

Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me, 

I l i  t my lamp beside the golden door!” 



             

            

         

            

             

          

          

      

    

           

 

        

   

  New Colossus Vocabulary 

R vi w th fol lowing vocabulary t rms as a class. Encourag  stud nts to us th  

words in an or iginal s nt nc  or pi c  of wr it ing. 

huddl d: a disorganiz d and d ns ly pack d crowd of p opl  

immigrant: a p rson who com s to l iv p rman ntly in a for ign country 

pomp: a ch ap, pr t ntious or vain display, fam  or showin ss 

r fus : som thing that is discard d as worthl ss or us l ss, garbag  

stori d: having an i l lustr ious past, l g ndary or inspir ing many stor i s 

t  ming:  xtr m ly crowd d, f i l l d to ov rf low 

t mp st: an  xtr m  storm 

wr tch d: d s rving or incit ing pity, v ry mis rabl  or unfortunat  condit ion and 

circumstanc s 

y arning: d sir ing strongly or p rsist ntly , longing for som thing 



     

    

                  

 

 

    

  
 

                    

                 

       

                    

                 

                   

                  

                    

         

                   

             

POST-VISIT EDUCATIONAL 
ACTIVITY: 
Writ Your Own Statu Po m 

Mat rials: Pap r, p ncils, color d p ncils 

Tim Fram : 30 minut s 
Obj ctiv s: Stud nts will writ and illustrat a po m about th Statu of Lib rty and what sh stands for 

today. 

Proc dur : 

 . Ask stud nts to think back on th ir visit to th Statu of Lib rty. Th po t, Emma Lazarus wrot th  

po m Th N w Colossus bas d on h r  xp ri nc s of working with r c nt immigrants. How did h r po m 

chang th way p opl saw th Statu ? 

2. T ll stud nts that th y ar going to writ th ir own po ms about th Statu of Lib rty. As a class, 

invit th m to brainstorm som id as bas d on th ir r c nt  xp ri nc at Lib rty Island. Howw r th y 

f  ling?What did th y s  ?What larg r topics might hav b  n on th ir mind as th y walk d on th  

grounds or through th  xhibit? R cord th ir id as so that stud nts can look back to th m for inspiration. 

3. Hav stud nts start a rough draft of th po ms in th ir not books. B sur to outlin ah ad of tim  

how long th po m should b and oth r  xp ctations. 

4. Onc stud nts hav finish d th ir rough drafts, hav th m copy it ov r to a final draft. Stud nts can 

th n draw a pictur that illustrat s th id as brought up in th ir po m. 

https://www.nps.gov/stli/learn/historyculture/emma-lazarus.htm
https://www.nps.gov/stli/learn/historyculture/emma-lazarus.htm
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